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THE BRITISH UNICN CONFERENCE CONSTITUDION

28/7/48.

‘ The committee appointed January 21 1948 %o revise the Constitubtion of the
Union, South and North England Conferences, and the Missions, submits the followe

ing report in respect to the proposed Constitution for the British Union Conferenca.

Membors of Commitiee:- XE.B. Rudgs, G.D. King, A. Carey, W.W. Armebrong,
0.M. Dorland, W.L. Emmerson, W.R.A. Madgwick, J.M. Howarad.

ARTICIE 1, - Name

This organization shall be known as the Britigh Union Conference of Seventh-
day Advenbists and is herelnafier referred o as "this Union Conference". This
Union Conference functlions as a detached union conference of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventlsts and acknowledges in all churech matters the authorlty and
lesdership of such General Confernnce.

ARTICIE 2, ~ Tegrritory

The territory of this Union Conference shall comprise England, Waleg, Scotland,
Northeyn Ireland, Fire, and all adjscent British islands.

ARTICIE 3, = Objeet

The objoct of this Union Conference is te proclaim the everlasting Gospel of
our Iord and Saviour Jesus Christ and to inculcate the Commandments of CGod ag the
supreme fule of life.

ARTICIE A, ~ Composition of Union Conference

This Union Conference shall be composed of such local conferences end missions
within its territory as have beem, or shall be, properly organized and received into
this Union Conference by vote of a session of this Union Conference or by vote of
the Bxocutive Committee at an ammual meeting, carried in each case by a two-thirds
najority of those present and voling.

ARTICLE 5, - Sessions

Section 1, This Union Conference shall hold a regular session at an interval
of four yesars at such time end place as the Execubive Committee shall determine, and
a notice of such session shall be published at least four weeks before the appointed
time in the Union Conference paper.

Section 2. In the event of specisl conditions arising which would make it
advisable to postpone the calling of a regular session, the Execubtive Committee
may posbtpone such session for a rerlod not exceedins two years, provided that a
regular session shall not be postponed without the consent of at lsast two~thirds
of the members of the Executive Committee expressed by personal vote or by slgnature
to a resolution in writing subtmitted to the members of the Executlve Commitiee,
Separate copiss of the resolution may bve signed for this purvoss,
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Bection 3. Ths Ixecutive Committee mey call a special secsion of this Unien
Conference ot such time zad place as i% deems proper, by a like nobtice na for
regular sessions, and the tracsactions of such specisl sessions shall have the eame
force as thoze 5f the regulsar sessions.

Subject as aforcsald o speclal scssion may elect any such officers or othar
perscns or comnmitteces and transact any such business and do =ny such other act

under this Congiiiubtion a regular session or the Executive Commitiec between sessions
nay elect, btrensact, or do.

Sectlon 4, TFor the purvosc of nominating the standing cormitiess of o Union
sesslon, the delegntes presernt from any local confarence or mission shall choosge
cne reprecentative for their organization and a further representaitive for every
five hundred cf their memdership, with one more for any surplus. The whole body of
representetives so chosen shell meet under the chairmanship of the principal rep-
regentative of the Genoral Conferencs present at the session, or other chalrman
elected by thne delegntos vresent, and ghall propptly submit to the gession their
choice of nomes for the vericus stonding committces.

ARTICIE 6, - Delegates to Segsion

The delegates to & scselon of thie Unien Conference shall bed
a, ALY members of the EZxecuiive Committee of this Union Conference.
t. A1 ordsined ministers holding credentials from this Union Conference or

duly orgenized local conferences within its territory.

c, ALl members of the Executive Committee of the General Confercnce of
Seventh=day Adventists who may be present.
nigters holding credentizls from the said CGeneral Conference who

may be rresont,

e, AlL missioneries employed by the General Jonfersnce who may be present.
£, Such mersons as are duly "pp01nted by the Execubive Committee of each
lOCr..F' corforenze an

~d mlesion., ZEeech local c¢onference ond micsien shall
Le entltlied to appoint one delegate for each fifty church members or
fraction therecf ir such local confersence or mission.

2 Such obher versons as may ve oresent who shall te received as delegntes
by vote ¢f the sess

ARTICIE 7, - Voting

On all gquastions only delegates =mny vote and each delegate o the session
ahall have onz voie. The chaivman of the session chall have a dellbervative vote
and in cese of eoctallity of voles shall have a cnsting vole.

LRTICIE B, - Pawerz of Session

hig Union Jonference in session shall have power tc determine all maffers
ard things for the ordsr and gool administration of thisz Tnisn Conference amd the
reguintion of its affalrs including the mensgement anl digpcsal of or dealing with
all venl and oerssnal proverty and revenues held or prozveoscd to e acquived for or
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on behalf or for the use berefit or purposes of this Union ConFerenﬁe, whbject
however to any specific truste relabting theretdand for such purncses to givs to
the Britigh Advent Micclens Tinited or to any company corroration or person in whom
any ocuch real and vnerscnal properiy and reventes shall Te vesited such directions
with reflerence thercic and as to the mansgement and disrosal thereof sg thisz Unicn
Conference shkall desn expedieont, Thieg Union Conference in ssessicn mey rmake rules
to govern its ¢wn precodure.

ARPICIZ 9, = Credentials and Licences

Section 1. Thls Union Conferernce in regular session shall determine who
are the approvad ministers within the jurisdiction thereof, grant sultable credsntials
to such minlsters and grant licences o those whom it shall consider sultable to
isbour in the cause of thig Union Conference, and recommend for ordinatlon guch
men 28 shall have cD:Lvsn procf of their call to the ministry. Betweon seselons the
Txecutive Cemmitise is autherized ton perform such duties.

Jection 2. Any credertisls, licences, or certificates granted or lssued by
this Union Conference in seassion or by ihe Executive Commities chall remain in
force and be wvalid until the next regular session uniess previcusly terminated

n

by this Unlon Jonference in special session or bty the Executive Committec,

ARTICIE I0, - Electiong

Section 1, a. Tkis Union Cornference in pegulnr scogicn ghall elect:
Ixecutlve Officers
Tield secrstories
Devartmental secretaries
Chief Editors and assistant editers of our church
mihiications
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{v) Becretariss of organized services, tureans, and
comnigaions

(vi) Officers of migsions

{vii) ¥anazgors of the following institutions:

The Stanboroush Fress Lid,

Granose Foods hd.

The Stanborough Park Saniteriunm

Jewoold Misgionary Colilege

Stanveroughs Secondary & Treparatory School
{viii)Blective members of the Execubive Commitiec of this

Unign Jonference

(1%} Auditors

reong elected undsr this section shall hold thelr respective
fices or appointments until the next regular session of

is inmlon Conference unless ukoir nfficas or appointments
ara previcusly termineted by this Union Conference in special
eeslen or by the Ixecutive Comnittes.

Seetion 2. a. Trois Unlon Conference in regular sesslon and the arrual
pal

meeting of the Txecutive Committies between zessio
glact the members of the following commitiees and
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(i) Commlttees of organized missions

(i1} Boards of management of all institutions of thig
Union Conference

(iii) Faculties of Colleges and secondary schools.

b. The nembers of such committees and boards shall hold thelr
appointnents until the next annual meeting of the FExecubive
Comnmitiee or the next regular session of this Unlon Confersnce
whichever first happens unless their appointments are terme
inated by this Union Conference in special session oy by the
Fxecutive Committee.

Section 3., This Union Conference in session and the Executive Cormitice
between sessions may cstablish such other offices, positions, and commitiees as may
be deternmined, prescribe the duties and functions thereof and elect psrsons thersto
and vary or ternminate any such office, position, or cormittee and nay verove any
menber of any such cormittes or any comnittee or board or faculty nentioned in
Section 2. '

Sectlon 4. Tals Union Conference in session and the Executive Commitiee
between sesslons may elect noninate or appoint trustecs of any real oy peysonal
property or revenues mentioned in Article 8,

ARTICIE 11, ~ Officers

Section 1. The Executive officers of this Union Conference shall be a presgident,
a vicewprogldent, a gecretary, and a treasurer. There shall be such other officers
ag this Unien Conference in session or the Executive Committes may determine.

Sectlon 2, All officers of this Unien Conference shall hold offiee until
the next regular session of this Union Conference or until thelr succassors are
elected unless thelr appointments are previously terminated by this Unlon fonference
in gpecial session or dy the Executive Committee.

Section 3. The president shall supervige ithe general work of this Unlon
Confersnces opon and preside at all sessions of this Union Conference and alse
at all mestings of the Execubive Committee, but should he so desire the vicew
president or a representative of the General Conference or any member of the
Execubive Commlites to assist hinm in presiding at the sessions of thig Unlon
Conferences or meetings of the Bxecutive Committee, he shall have power to call
him to the ohair.

Sectlon 4. The vice-president shall assist the president in the general
supervision of the work within this Union Conferemce, either at the presidentls
request oy by ingtructions of the Executive Commitfee. Whenever circumgtences
arise which prevent the president from fulfilling his duties, the vicempregident
ghall discharge the same.

Section 5. The secretary shall keep a record of all proceedlngs of the
sesslons of this Unilon Conference and of the meetings of the Executive Committee
and perfoimm such other dubies as usually pertaln to his office.

Section 6. The treasurer shall receive all monies belonging to thls Unlon
Conference, keep an account of same, and disburse them as the Zxecubtive Jommittes
shall direct, and meke full report thereof at all sessions of this Unlon CGonference
and at such other times as may be required by the Executlve Commiites and perfomm
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gach other dubles as usually pertain to his oiffice,

Section 7. The field secretaries and the deparitmental secraiaries shall work
ander the dircetlon of the Executive Committeze or the president and shall occoupy
an advizory relabtlonship %o the Fleld.

ARTICIE i2. - Appoiniments

Tnilg Unien Conference in gegsiorn and tre Execubive Comnitice bebtwesn sesgions

o

W nell approint such agents, minigters, missionaries, and other percons
ag may be necessary to carry on the work of this Union Cenference} and

Le may verminate or vary any suchk apoointment.

ARTICLIE 13. - Zxecutive Committee

The Execubtive Committee shall conslgt of the Executbive officers of this Unlen
Conference, the fleld secretaries, the presidents of leccal conferences, the super~
interdents of crgarired mission fislds withir this Union Conference, the secretaries
of the organizeﬂ departments of this Union Conference, the secretary of British
Advent Mieslong Limited, the manazer of the Stanborough Press ILimited, the manager
of Granosb Yonds Limited, the medical superintendent of the Stanborough Park Sanitarium
(Good Health Assorcistion Limited), fhe principal of Hewbold Missionary College, “
tre chisf editor of church publications, and such other persons not less than two
nor more Than seven as this Unlon Conference in session may determine.,

ARTICIE 14, = Authority of Zxecultive Jommiftee

Section 1, DBetween sessicng the Ixecutive Commitiee shall manage the affairs
of this Union Confersnce and may exercise suck of the powers of this Unlon Conference
in sossion as under tals Constitubtlon are not exclusively exercisable by fthls Unlon
Conference in gession, but subject to this Consbitutlon and any directione as to
policy or octherwisze and any regulations given or made by this Unlon Conference in
gession.

'1

Sectlon 2. In vparticular and without preJudice to the general powers conferred
bty section 1, the Ixecutive Committee may bvetwsen scsslions exerciss the powers of

this Unlen OoniurenCG in ssssion under Article 8 with regard to the real and personal
property end revemes therein referred to.

Section 3. The Txecutive Committee may betwsen sesslons remove from offilce
any officer of this Union Conference or from the Executive Commities any member
thereof, provided thal such actiorn hes the consent of ab lsast twomthirds of the
members of Yue Executive Commiiiee by perzenal vote or vy signature to s resolution
in writing submitted to all the memlers of the Executive Commitiee., Separate
copies of such regolutions may be signed for this purpese.

ARTICTE 15, - Heetings and Wotlces

Ba z f the ITxecutive Commiites may be called at any time
Ty the pr or in rnis absence by the sscretary.

Seetion 2. 4 majority of the full membership of the Executive Committee,
including the president or any cther officer of this Union Conference btemporarlly
apocintzad =z chair , is empowered to transsct business at any time and place.
Any ssven wembers of the Txecutive Committes including the chalrman shall, after
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due notlece o available members, constitute a quorum of the Eﬁecutiva Commi
and shall be empowered to transact such executive business as is in harmeny with
the general plan oublined by the Commities.

Ssction 3. Minority neetings of leas than seven mombers of the Zxecubive
Committee may bte held for the iransaction of necessary urcend btusiness, Imt
actions at guch meetlngs ghall net e Jinal until tke minutes of suchk meotings
have been approved in regular gesslon of the Txecutive Cermittee.

ARTICLE 16, ~ Armual Meeting
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Bection 1, The Fxeculblve TeMmirt

Fall kold an apnuzal meebing -
full a gepresentation of ite members as pos ol

inle,

TioTa

Seckion 2. The Executive Commitice at its annual mcoting

a. &hall elect members to the commiittses ond heards mentiored in Saction 2
of Articles 10

by shall cxamine and if necessary adjust the weges schedule and suthopize
the enmial udgets and shall set all wages rates ir harmony with the
schedule

. shall have power io make such adjustments in the bourdarles of the
local conferences and missionz under the jurisdiction of this Union
Conference as it may deem to be necessary and advieable, and o create
and organize new conferences ard nmissions and te recelve such into
peombarship}

'.jm

d, may trancact any other tusiness.

ARTICTE 17, = Finance = ITunds

Section 1. The funds of this Tnion Conference shall ke as followsd

B A tithe of the tithe receivpts of the local conferences and local misgsions
within ifts territory.

b. Special donatvions for work within its torrisory.

e, A Tithe of %the profit of pubtlishivg heuses, saritariumz, and guhor oirofit-
earning institubions under the contrel of this Unien Conference, or which,
becavse of thne character of thelir work, have more than local infiuenee and

resconsibliilyy.

d. Such percentage of the amnual profits ¢f thoec institutions, after deducting
the tithe, as may ve arranged oy Joindt coungel of the Exceubive Cormittee
of this Union Conference and the Joards of Management ¢f the inst tublons.

Seetlon. 2. Trust murdg. This Tnicn Jonference shall receive In brust for
ths General Conference of Seventh-day Advertists funds b :

[y

ge Tollows:t

a, Funds received through local conferences and lecal m
Sabbvath-schools, socleties, and irdividualas for mins
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b Special donetlons te the General Conference from any scurce.

o, & tlthe of ths 4ithe of thig Tnion Conference for migalons.
d. Such pereerisge of the tithe of conferences snl local missions and of the
proefits and iayrolls of Ingtitutions as may be arfangei by the Exeocutiwve
o} pul=}

Co*m‘ttee rence in harmony with the General Conference

i

e
ns peraulo of the Sustentatlon Fund for the supoort of such
irm workers and for such dependent widows and orphang of workers
.t

ive Committes of this Union Conferance.

Ssction 3, The Execubive Committse, through its legal agency, the British
Lirent Xlaglons Zinmdted, shall have power to make such snnulty contrschte as 1t may
desn degirable, and zeg shell be within British stabutcry liaited bubt 2ll moniss
ttained thereby saall be invested In readlly convertihle secur:ileg, and not e

O T.r (53
mzie svallable Jor arprovriastion until the annnity contracts kave expired.

MATICIE 18, - Anditors

such auditors as

least annuslly the accounts and vouchers of this Union
to report upon szame to the Executive Commities.

ks sccounts and veuchers of sach and all of the local tenferences
and Ingtltutions under the Jurisdiciion of this Undon Conferencs,
as the Exccutive Committee or the president may divect, and

the Fxecutive Commitiee of this Union Ceonference or the EHxecutiv
Comaitties of the local conference or the managing boards of the respeciive
“ndies cencerned,

ARTY 19, - Trusigss

Sfection 1. Tae British Advent ¥issions Limited, a ccrvoration formed and
contirsiled by this Tnion Confovence, shall be the regular trustees for this Union
Conference to acguirs, hold, menage, dispose of or deal with real and personal
oroperty for and on nehzlf of or for the use benefit or purposss of this Union
ConTerence but subject to eny sweciflec Srusts relating to such property and generally
to cenforn with sueh dirsctions, if any, as are from time to time given to it oy or

N

on tehalf of this Unicn Conference.

ign 2, T}J? I“ish Good ez th Agsn ociatio Zinite& 2 corporation formed
;

ning o our ﬁ@nomlnauAOEal work in Fire, shall e the regh¢ar brusbes for
Unlon Conference to acguire, hold, manaze, dlspose of or deal with veal and
peraonal Dvn“e*ty Tor and on behalf of osr for the use benefit or purposes of this
Ualom on+ﬂrﬂn in Fire, tut subject to any epecific trusts relating to such

arally to conform with such directions, if any, as are {rom time
i% Ty or on berelf of this Union Conference,

AATICIE 20, =~ imendments
Thig Conptitution may be amended by a resoluticn of this Union Conference in
; by & majority of not lezsz than two-thirds ¢ the delegalbes who wvote,
21l Le moved excert with the consent of the Ixecubtive Commiftee unless

sotice fHhovecT shall e given to the Secretary not lsber than two calendar months
velfere the date of holding the seesion and the nobice convening the sesslon shail
got out gny Indonded amendnent,
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